
 

Seeing and Believing. 
Isaiah 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and 

the train of His robe filled the temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he 

covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one cried to another and 

said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!” And the posts of the 

door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke. So I said: 

“Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a 

people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts.” Then one of the 

seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the 

altar.  And he touched my mouth with it, and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity 

is taken away, And your sin purged.”  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, 

And who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” And He said, “Go, and tell this people: 

‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; Keep on see ing, but do not perceive.’ Make the heart of 

this people dull, And their ears heavy, And shut their eyes; Lest they see with their eyes,  

And hear with their ears, And understand with their heart, And return and be healed.”  

  

The purpose of seeing is that we might believe that which we are seeing. 

It is not granted to everyone to be able to see that which is sent from God.  

  

Deuteronomy 4:29 “But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you 

seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul.  



               

We have a better chance of seeing the Lord if we are looking diligently for Him. 

  

1 Chronicles 16:7  On that day David first delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his 

brethren, to thank the LORD:  Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon His name; Make known His 

deeds among the peoples! Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works! Glory in 

His holy name; Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD! Seek the LORD and His strength; 
Seek His face evermore! 

               

To see the Lord’s face we must seek His face. 

  

2 Chronicles 7:14  “if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and 

seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land.  

               

Humility and prayer are involved in seeking to see the face of the Lord. 

  

Psalms 27:8 When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek.” Do 

not hide Your face from me; Do not turn Your servant away in anger; You have been my help; Do not 
leave me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

  

Psalms 121:1 I will lift up my eyes to the hills— From whence comes my help? My help comes from 

the LORD, Who made heaven and earth. 

  

John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to 

Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one 

can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”  Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again (Greek anothen – from above), he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 

               

While Nicodemus, because of his knowledge of the scriptures and the works Jesus did, could 

perceive that Jesus was come from God; he still could not see or perceive the kingdom of God. For 

that he needed to be born from above – of water and the Holy Spirit. 

               

The way to be born from above is through repentance and faith in the name of Jesus of Nazareth 

for the remission of sins; exercised through baptism in His name. To those who do so God has 

promised to give the gift of His Holy Spirit. The kingdom of God then becomes visible to those who 



have become the sons of the kingdom. They can then see the King sitting on His throne. And they fall 
down before Him!  

John 6:35 And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, 

and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not 

believe. All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no 

means cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who 

sent Me. This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, 

but should raise it up at the last day. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who 
sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”  

 

John 20:24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 

The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see 

in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into 

His side, I will not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with 

them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then He 

said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it 

into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My 

Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 

While Thomas had not seen he had heard witnesses say that they had seen Jesus, risen from the 
dead. Thomas had defective hearing because of unbelief in his heart.   

John 14:19 “A little while longer and the world will see (Greek theoreo – behold as a spectacle) Me 

no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. At that day you will know that I am in 

My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he 

who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest 

(Greek emphanizo – openly reveal) Myself to him.”  Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it 



that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered and said to him, “If 

anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and 

make Our home with him. “               

Seeing the Lord Jesus is a result of Him making His abode in those who love Him and keep His 
Word.  These have the ability to see Him if they look at Him. 

The first 3000 disciples of Jesus who gladly received Peter’s word on the day of Pentecost received 

and kept the commandments of Jesus given through the apostles. They were baptized in the name 

of Jesus for the remission of their sins, received the Holy Spirit and were added to the assembly of 

the original 120.  They then all continued in the things the apostles taught them – as commanded by 
Jesus in ;  

Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of (that belongs to) the Father and of (that belongs to) the Son and of (that belongs to) the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

  

These things commanded by Jesus to His disciples to continue in are listed in ; 

Acts 2:42  And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine (that is) and (even) fellowship 

(community), (even) in the breaking of bread, and (even) in prayers.  

  

1. First commandment is to love one another: 

John 15:9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. If you keep My 

commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and 

abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your 

joy may be full. This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater 

love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. You are My friends if you do 

whatever I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made 

known to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and 

bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may 

give you. These things I command you, that you love one another. 

  

Second commandment to break bread in remembrance of the atoning sacrifice of the body and 
blood of the Lord Jesus: 

Luke 22:14 When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. Then He said 

to them, “With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to 

you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  Then He took the cup, and 

gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I say to you, I will not drink of 

the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, 

and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 



Me.”  Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, 
which is shed for you.”  

 

The third instruction of Christ given by the apostles to be observed was concerning prayer. Jesus had 

taught His disciples how to pray. It is Christ’s intention that His disciples unite in Him to ask the 

Father in His name and receive the things asked for as we saw in ; 

John: 15  ‘You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 

fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you (plural) ask the Father in My name He 
may give you. These things I command you, that you love one another. ’ 

There is a more detailed look at how the early disciples were true to the commandments of Jesus 

here  

  

1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see (Jesus) in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know 
(Jesus) in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.  

  

How clearly we see Jesus can vary a lot. If we are not continuing as His disciples – keeping His 

commandments – we won’t see Him. If we are not looking at Him we won’t see Him. If we set our 

face towards Him and seek His face we shall glimpse Him. At the best our vision of Jesus will be 

imperfect. Even an imperfect sight of Jesus is life giving. 

 

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 

aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race 
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that is set before us, looking (considering attentively) unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down 

at the right hand of the throne of God. 

  

If we would desire our faith to be increased we should look to Jesus, seek His face. 

On that great day of His returning we shall behold Him as He is. But we won ’t be running the race 

then, the race will be over. Right now we need the strength that comes from seeing Him as He can 
be seen by those who obey Him and seek His face diligently.  
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