
 

Residual Religion 
Pharisees Converted but with Residual Religious Tendencies.   

Acts 6:7  And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem 

greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.  

Acts 11:1 Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 

received the word of God. And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those of the circumcision 

contended with him, saying, “You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!”  But Peter 

explained it to them in order from the beginning, saying: I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a 

trance I saw a vision, an object descending like a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; 

and it came to me. When I observed it intently and considered, I saw four-footed animals of the 

earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, 

Peter; kill and eat.’ But I said, ‘Not so, Lord! For nothing common or unclean has at any time entered 

my mouth.’ But the voice answered me again from heaven, ‘What God has cleansed you must not 

call common.’  

 



Acts 15:1 And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, “Unless you are 

circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”  Therefore, when Paul and 

Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas 

and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this 

question. So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, 

describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy to all the brethren. And when 

they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the  elders; and 

they reported all things that God had done with them. But some of the sect of the Pharisees who 

believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law 

of Moses.”  So here we have brothers – disciples of Jesus the Messiah – who are brothers because 

they have believed the good message of salvation preached by the apostles; That is, they had 

repented, been baptised in the name of Jesus the Christ for the remission of their sins and had 

received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Only they were not satisfied with that. They wanted to involve 

the Old Covenant with the New. Excessively concerned about doctrine as they had previously 

understood it rather than going on to know Jesus in the Spirit. They seemed to prefer the old wine of 

the old covenant to the new and living way that is fellowship with the Lord Who is the Spirit.  

Acts 21:18 On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were 

present.  When he had greeted them, he told in detai l those things which God had done among the 

Gentiles through his ministry.  And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord. And they said to him, 

“You see, brother, how many myriads of Jews there are who have believed, and they are all zealous 

for the law; but they have been informed about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the 

Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children nor to walk 

according to the customs. What then? The assembly must certainly meet, for they will hear that you 

have come. Therefore do what we tell you: We have four men who have taken a vow. Take them 

and be purified with them, and pay their expenses so that they may shave their heads, and that all 

may know that those things of which they were informed concerning you are nothing, but that you 

yourself also walk orderly and keep the law. But concerning the Gentiles who believe, we have 

written and decided that they should observe no such thing, except that they should keep 

themselves from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual 
immorality.” 

 

Galatians 1:6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of 

Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; but there are some  who trouble you and want to 

pervert the gospel of Christ.  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to 

you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.  As we have said before, so now I say 

again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 



For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would 
not be a bondservant of Christ. 

 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to 

man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of 

Jesus Christ.  For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of 

God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.  And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my 

contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me through His 

grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately 

confer with flesh and blood,  nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but 
I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 

Galatians 2:1 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took 

Titus with me. And I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach 

among the Gentiles, but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or 

had run, in vain. Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be 

circumcised. And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth 

to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage), to whom 

we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.  

Galatians 2:11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, be cause he was to 

be blamed;  for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they 

came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision.  And the rest 

of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their 

hypocrisy.  But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to 

Peter before them all, “If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why 

do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews? We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 

knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have 

believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; 

for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, 

we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not! For if I build 

again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through the law died to the 

law that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave Himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the 

law, then Christ died in vain.” 

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes 

Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? This only I want to learn from you: Did 

you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are you so foolish? Having 

begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? Have you suffered so many things 

in vain—if indeed it was in vain?  Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles 

among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?—  just as Abraham 

“believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”  Therefore know that only those who 
are of faith are sons of Abraham.  

Galatians 3:12 Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man who does them shall live by them.”  Christ has 

redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is 



everyone who hangs on a tree”), that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in 
Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  

Galatians 4:8 But then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those which by nature are 

not gods. But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn 

again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? You observe 
days and months and seasons and years.  

Galatians 4:21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law? For it is 

written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. But he 

who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through 

promise, which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai 

which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar— for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and 

corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children—  but the Jerusalem 

above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written:  

“Rejoice, O barren, you who do not bear! Break forth and shout, you who are not in labour! For the 
desolate has many more children than she who has a husband.” 

Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise. But, as he who was born according to the 

flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless 

what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman 

shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” So then, brethren, we are not children of the 
bondwoman but of the free. 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again 

with a yoke of bondage. Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit 

you nothing. And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep 

the whole law. You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you 

have fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through 
love. 

You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?  This persuasion does not come from Him 

who calls you. A little leaven leavens the whole lump.  



 

Galatians 6:12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be 

circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For not even those 

who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in 

your flesh.  

 

Acts 20:28  “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. For I 

know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also 

from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 
themselves.  

John 10:1 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but 

climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the 

shepherd of the sheep.To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his 

own sheep by name and leads them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before 

them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, 



but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this illustration, but 
they did not understand the things which He spoke to them. 

Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who 

ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door. If 

anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief does not 

come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they 

may have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the 

sheep. But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The 

hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; 

and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the 

Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them 

also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.  

Well, if you managed to read all the above verses of scripture, hopefully you have already seen the 

clear warning, prophetic and in contemporary accounts, of Satan ’s device to distract and divert the 

followers of the Christ by means of religion. Satan has always opposed the purposes of God 
indirectly rather than directly. He doesn’t stand a chance if he were to oppose directly. 

 

 In the Garden of Eden Satan turned the attention of Eve to the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 

lest she and Adam eat of the tree of life. He diverted and tempted Adam indirectly via his wife.  

 A religion that includes reference to the Christ can be a diversion and distraction from eating 
directly of the Christ. 

 From the beginning, in those first days of the birth of the Assembly of the anointed king, religion 

was Satan’s favoured weapon to cripple, hinder and oppose the good news of salvation in the Lord 
Jesus. 

 Having found willing recruits among those more devoted to the faith of their Fathers than to 

submission to Jesus, the Christ, Satan could use these human agents to do his dirty work. Like Adam 

was persuaded by Eve, we are more likely to pay attention to our dear brothers who have fallen for 
his lies than to listen to strangers. 

 Does it matter if we become entangled in Christianity, the world religion? 

 I became involved with it straight away after being born from above. It appeared to me that the 

only option was to go along to a “church” and learn from the folks there. 

 I didn’t know that the new covenant that God has made with us is based on us each hearing direct 
from Him and all, from the smallest to the biggest having direct knowledge of Him.  



 Having put myself in the place of learning from the folks I was with, I learnt what they had to teach.  

 Meanwhile I had been called to follow Jesus, to take His yoke upon me, and learn from Him.  

 It took fifteen years before I was set free from the bondage of looking to men for teaching instead 
of trusting upon Jesus to teach me through the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

 What wonderful grace that our Father should patiently and lovingly call those whom He has 

redeemed with the blood of His Son back to square one, to look only to Jesus, His beloved Son, and 
listen to Him. 

 While we are feeding on Jesus, a daily option we are so privileged to have, religious stuff has no 

appeal. It just can’t compete with the joy of intimacy with Jesus, who loved me, and gave Himself for 

me. 

 On a day without going to Jesus, not taking His yoke upon me, not abiding in Him, then it won ’t be 
long till Satan has some religious stuff waving under my nose. 

 It may be suggestions about things I should be doing, or not doing.  

 But whatever it is, it will be carnal, of this earth, passing away, rather than in the heavenly realms, 
where the Christ is seated, in majesty and glory.  

 The brainwashing many of us have endured whilst caught up in the religion of contemporary 

Christianity goes deep into our psyche and it may take a deliberate, conscious repenting to put it in 

its rightful place; as another version of the gospel that would hinder us from dying to our self and to 
this present world in order to live in Jesus, the vine. 

 I mean repenting in the scriptural sense, of exchanging our mind for the mind of the Christ, the rule 
of the Holy Spirit for our self rule. 

 Paul seemed confident that pointing out the danger and folly of allowing contemporary religion to 

move folks away from abiding in Jesus would give the hearers the opportunity to take stock, and 
drop the religion. 

 I write this in the same hope, acknowledging that without the revelation that the Spirit gives we will 
continue in darkness.  

 But God has better things for those who trust exclusively in Jesus. 
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