
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit.  

If a person is not baptised in the name of Jesus then the same has no part with 

Him: 

John 13:6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You 

washing my feet?” Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not 

understand now, but you will know after this.” Peter said to Him, “You shall never 

wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with 

Me.” Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my 

head!” Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is 

completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.”  

Jesus clearly stated “If I wash you not, you have no part with me” (John 13:8) and 

that statement seems to be quite serious.  

 

Finally, only Jesus has the authority on earth to remit sins: 

Luke 5:20 When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven 

you.” And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this who 

speaks blasphemies?  Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  But when Jesus 

perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning 

in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise 

up and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to 

forgive sins”—He said to the man who was paralyzed, “I say to you, arise, take up 

your bed, and go to your house.”  

However, since now Jesus has returned to heaven the same authority to remit 

sins in His name has been given to his disciples: 

John 20:21So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, 

I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

The matter, then, is very serious and the scripture speaks loudly to all saying: 

Act 22:16  And now why are you waiting? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away 

your sins, calling on the name of the Lord. 
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1. Purpose of baptism. 

The first occasions baptism is mentioned in the Bible are the times when John the 

Baptist comes saying: 

Matt 3:2  and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  

So John was preaching repentance for the remission of sins, a message that is at 

the core of the Gospel even today: 

Mark 1:4 John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the remission of sins.  

Therefore, when somebody was baptised, they would repent and be baptised for 

the remission of their sins. 

2. The link between baptism and receiving of the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

However, the conversion experience of the disciples of John the Baptist is 

recorded in the book of Acts i.e. those people that have already received John’s 

baptism of repentance for the remission of sins:  

Acts 19:1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed 

through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples he said 

to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to 

him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said 

to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into John's baptism.” 

Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the 

people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on 

Christ Jesus.” When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, 

and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.  

There is a very important difference that can be noticed here: the people had 

been baptised with the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins BUT they 

had not received the Holy Spirit.  And they did receive the Holy Spirit only after 

they had been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. There had been something 

missing – the people had NOT been baptised in the name, the holy name of Jesus, 

and for this reason they had not received his Spirit. This should not be a surprise 

to anybody since John clearly warned of it: 



Mark 1:8 “I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

Luke 3:16  John answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptize you with water; but One 

mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  

John 1:33  “I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to 

me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He 

who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  

The question comes why then did John come to baptise people if that would not 

have been full, complete and enough baptism that the believers have to go 

through: 

Isa 40:3  The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the LORD; 

Make straight in the desert A highway for our God. 

Mat 3:3  For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: “The voice 

of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths 

straight.’”  

John 1:23 He said: “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Make straight 

the way of the LORD,”’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”   

This is the last of the prophets of God that was to come to prepare the way for 

the Lord Jesus, to make straight the ways of the people that is to preach the 

message of repentance for the remission of sins, which remained to be the centre 

of the Gospel. Nevertheless, everyone had to be baptised in the name of Jesus in 

order to receive the Holy Spirit as it was shown in Acts 19:1-6 And it happened, 

while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, 

came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples  he said to them, “Did you receive 

the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have not so much as 

heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said to them, “Into what then were 

you baptized?” So they said, “Into John's baptism.” Then Paul said, “John indeed 

baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should 

believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” When they 

heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had 

laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues 

and prophesied.  

Acts 8:15  who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might 

receive the Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only 

been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  

Henceforth, following repentance if anyone wants the gift of the Holy Spirit they 

need to be baptised in the name of Jesus. 

3. The real purpose of the Baptism in the name of Jesus is salvation: 

Acts 4:10 “let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 

dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. “This is the ‘stone which 

was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ “Nor is 

there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.” 

But why is the name of Jesus so important that we have to be baptised in His 

name when we can just be baptised plainly and blindly obeying to what Jesus said 

in Matt 28:19 “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”? 

The word of God speaks louder than anyone else: 

Eph 4:5  One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

Furthermore, there is ONLY ONE baptism and it must be noticed that in this 

scripture the article “the” is used and word “name” is used in singular not plural. 

Therefore it has to be one name not three names, which is proven by the prophet 

Zecharaih: 

Zec 14:9  And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be 

one LORD, and his name one. 

Some seem to be blindly following that statement in Matthew without asking the 

very important question: What is that name? Let’s put the question in this 

context: if I ask my sister to take my cheque book and to write a cheque in my 

father’s name, she would write it in the name Ivaylo Todorov and she would not 

write “my father’s name”.  

The name of God is I AM (Yah in Hebrew; Psalm 68:4) and the name of Jesus in 

Hebrew is Yah’Shua. Yah means “I am”and Shua mean salvation therefore this 

literally means I AM SALVATION.  

Matthew 1:20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 

to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 

Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will 

save His people from their sins.”  

Hence, it is really important to be baptised in the name of the Lord as we are 

commanded  (Acts 10:48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 

the Lord.) ; because there is salvation only in His name (Acts 4:12) 

Therefore, everyone that wants to be a child of God, to be saved and to obtain 

remission of sin needs to do the following: 


